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Is photography obsessed by fashion? #Es ks i ki v 1§ ?

EXECUTIC OMMENTS TAKEN: Gene (Ching)-Ku Chien

A photography artist circling in the fashion world but yet keeping a distance from fashion, Chantal Stoman, observes

the phenomenon of fine works of fashion infiltrating the modern world through her sharp eyes, presenting fashion
images of a reporting nature and even literary sense. At the respective invitation of the French daily "Liberation”,
French fashion magazine "Madame Figaro", Japanese fashion magazine "HighFashion", etc., to collaborate, in between
her individual photography publishing and worldwide exhibition tour, Chantal Stoman accepted the photography
project of PPAPER SHOP magazine special write up on the clothing designs of Yohji Yamamoto. In order to help us
present her views after years of observing French fashion works, she used her camera lens to capture Yohji Yamamoto,
the Japanese designer who changes the face of Paris fashion, and the visual aspects of his extremely artistic clothing
creation. Through Chantal Stoman, a Parisian immersed in the fashion world, the world of fine works is perceived with

a sense of normality, viewing another form of fashion definition reflecting on the fine works of France.
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CHANTAL STOMAN < PPAPER SHOP

You are a photographer and an artist. Would you like to talk about your background?
I have always wanted to be a photographer. Besides creating images, I cannot remember
ever wishing to do anything else. Therefore I chose a rather traditional pathway, attaining
my photography degree going through an arts school. Subsequently, I became an assistant
to several well known photographers, giving me the opportunity to witness some mastery

works, which only further extended my passion.

When did you do your first photography? What was that about?
I was 15 year-old when my parents gave me a camera as a gift, and humans have always

been the subject I wish to explore in photography.

Generally saying, how do you choose the topic as photography?

Every photo is a subject on its own. [ have always been affected by l'air du temps, and the
ambience of time. I am circled by the reality of the surroundings, and attempt to bring
them within my most objective vision, since they are entirely the same subject, as every

photographer can see it through his own perception.

We know you don't define yourself as a fashion photographer. How do you feel that
many editors ask you to do fashion-related photographs for the fashion magazines?

I started from being a fashion photographer, and I feel that this is very restrictive to the
definition of photography. Fashion photography is often being restricted to the simple
thoughts of the exhibits. When I was working for fashion magazines, I never thought about
products. I always thought of the image in itself first, whether that in itself is sufficient, and
then I can let myself add in the fashion accessories that were never part of the theme of my
photographs. Perhaps it is this reason that those photographs in fashion magazines which
have a life cycle similar to that of seasonal trends are always beckoning for me to provide

visual assistance.

In 2007 July, you took a series of photographs "Little Miss Fashion" for French daily
"Liberation", interpreting Anna Wintour, the boss of "American Vogue" , by a little
girl appearing at first rank of every big fashion show in Paris. Where did this idea
come from?

The world of fashion is a an extremely special universe, everyone is performing to its
individual intrinsic importance, which is often an irritating world which makes people
uncomfortable, and filled with so much vanity which cannot be rationalized. Perhaps it
is for this that makes me wish to seek out and unfold a little girl, borrowing her age of

innocence to act out the queen of the fashion drama show.

Is your view the critic or the observer? Could we say your works are provocative?
There is no appraisal in my works, but obviously, the interest of my vision may be things

that are annoying to others, however each has to interpret on their own.

Your book " A Woman's Obsession" comes with the exhibitions in Tokyo, Paris, and
New York. Do you prefer people seeing your photographs at the gallery or via book?

To me, a real genuine photo is not a print. I am very dependent on myself for the
importance of the feel of the film development. I use only silver film for my work, a form
that is better with tradition, with no editing and no special effects. My film developer is one
of the most particular one in Paris, a handiwork craftsman, or why not just say an artist. [
can say that, with these film developments, he lets my work shine. Each photo developed is

an exhibit; it is the most correct attitude of treasuring a photo.

What is a woman's obsession according you?
[ guess there must be a similar number of mesmerized women. The sad thing is that too
many women are obsessed by the same values. [ hope to meet even more women being

obsessed by the arts, opera and diverse matters.

As a French woman, how do you face against luxury French brands?
I don't dress up in brand names; I don't have the financial strength or the interest. But I
observe these French brand names to be beautiful, it is a form of reflection to the historical

capabilities of our nation.

In "A Woman's Obsession" , Japanese women are living fashion like a religion, what
does Japanese designer, like Yohji Yamamoto, mean to them?

I guess Japanese women seek after the different brand names of the western world.

Is Yohji Yamamoto luxury or arty according you?

Yohji Yamamoto, like many other Japanese designers, has the perfect artistic imagination.

Do you prefer seeing Yohji Yamamoto at the museum or the shop?

I'd rather see clothes and not an arts museum in the store; I feel that that's the purpose of

their creation.
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Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer OVERALLS COTTON PANTS FHE#ZH#EH  Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer LEATHER BELT ¢4 Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT 1%k Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHOES #F
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Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOOL JACKET P4¥&4hE&

Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON TANK TOP (> Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN PANTS f:RZEHENEF fi

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer LEATHER SHOES(white) F1#

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer SILK DRESS i8¢  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN CAP ki

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer Dr.Martens LEATHER BOOTS EZ#t




Y's 2008 Spring/Summer ASYMMETRIC COTTON SHIRT A#fE TH##*Z  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHORT SKIRT ff##%i##  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN CAP $1##ilE




Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOOL JACKET P4¥¢4hE Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON TANK TOP #.(» Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN PANTS = RZE#ENEE:Hill

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer LEATHER SHOES (white) 1§
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Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer OVERALLS COTTON PANTS 5 #Z8 5l

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer LEATHER BELT JZ##  Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT %#ligH&#%  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHOES #EF
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Y's 2008 Spring/Summer ASPESI LINEN JACKET #M&  Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHIRT ##2  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer ASPESI LINEN PANTS fli Y's 2008 Spring/Summer ASYMMETRIC COTTON SHIRT A¥ETHil=(#i#2  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHORT SKIRT 3##%#  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN CAP HAT $HikiE




A=
L e Y

B

-

Y's 2008 Spring/Summer VISCOSE+COTTON+LEATHER HAT ¥

Y's 2008 Spring/Summer WOOL PANTS Fffi

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHIRT #i#%

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer Dr.Marten's LEATHER SHOES Jz#t

L. -
Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON PANTS #

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer SILK JACKET SHIRT ##Zz(ishes
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Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer SILK JACKET SHIRT #{#:0#4 &  Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT Al %z
Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON EVENING DRESS ik Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOMEN'S COTTON WORKER DRESS Z 1 TEfR# L4  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer VISCOSE+COTTON+LEATHER HAT ¥




Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOMEN'S COTTON WORKER DRESS M TfEMRE S 4%  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer VISCOSE+COTTON+LEATHER WE¥
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Yvonne: Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer SILK JACKET SHIRT #{#Z:{##M&  Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT %#igl#%%2  Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON EVENING DRESS ik
Peter: Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOMEN'S COTTON WORKER DRESS Z(PE LIRS HiZE  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer VISCOSE+COTTON+LEATHER HAT WEF
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Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer WOOL JACKET V44415 Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON TANK TOP #:(»

Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT %#figt#  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON PANTS At
Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN PANTS i Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer LEATHER SHOES (white) 1%k

(on the waist I I ) Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON JACKET #HAK5d




Y's 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT $[##  Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHIRT #i#  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON BROWN PANTS -RE.##

Yohji Yamamoto 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON JACKET %3#€%¢  Yohji Yamamoto+NOIR 2008 Spring/Summer LINEN KNIT %#ligH#  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON PANTS &  Y's 2008 Spring/Summer COTTON SHOES ¥




